STRUGGLE   FOR   INDEPENDENCE

labours, untroubled by the clamour without: book after
book issued from his pen, and when intellectual Europe
wished to look upon its leader it gazed upon the regal
city on the farther shores of the Rhine, During the
period of Erasmus's residence theres Basle became the
intellectual Alsatia. Humanistic pupils gathered round
the celebrated scholar, Oecolampadius for instance,
Rhenanus, Amerbach. Xo man of note, no prince, no
scholar, no friend of the fine arts ever missed seeking out
Erasmus in Frobenius's printing-press or in his house
"Zum Lufft"; pilgrims journeyed from France and
Germany and Italy in order to see the man they
honoured, and watch him at his work. While in Witten-
berg and Zurich and at all the other universities the
theological warfare raged and stormed, here, in this city,
calm prevailed. It seemed to have become the last refuge
of the arts and sciences.

Old man, do not deceive yourself, your real day has
set, your realm has been ravaged and destroyed. The
true combat is outside your study walls; it is a life-and-
death struggle; the spirit has become biased, and the
opponents have joined battle: a free man5 a man of
independent mind, a man who holds aloof, can no longer
be tolerated. The world war rages and you needs must
be either for or against the evangelical renewal; it no
longer helps you to sit among your books behind closed
windows. Now that, from one end of Europe to the
other, Luther has split the Christian world in twain, it
behoves you to cease hiding your head in the sand; no
longer can you evade the issue by making the childish
excuse "I have not read your books." To right and to
left the ominous words ring forth: "Who is not for us
is against us." When a cosmos is riven, the rift is felt
in every human heart. No, Erasmus, it no longer saves
you to take to your heels, and soon you will be dislodged
from your citadel. The times need men who are not
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